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SilverScript Brand Promise 
For Medicare Part D beneficiaries, we offer confidence over confusion and comfort that comes with consistency.  With SilverScript, 
every prescription is more than a mere transaction; each is a commitment to demonstrate our expertise and sole focus on 
delivering Part D coverage that helps keep participants on their path to better health. 

We’ve been here since Medicare Part D began in 2006, and we focus 100 percent on delivering prescription drug coverage that 
works well in every way, every day.  We go the extra mile to educate, explain and empathize and provide Part D beneficiaries with 
trust and peace of mind that they have chosen the right plan that cares for them. 
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2018 SilverScript Choice (PDP) 
 SilverScript Choice – a plan with lots of zeros - $0 deductible on ALL tiers, $0 copay on Tier 1 drugs through CVS Caremark Mail 

Service Pharmacy, and lower monthly premiums. 

 DEDUCTIBLE: $0 deductible in all states except Alaska, Arizona, and Hawaii. 

 $0 deductible applies to ALL 5 tiers.  

 In Arizona and Hawaii, $0 deductible applies to Tier 1 and Tier 2. There is a $100 deductible for Tiers 3 through 5. 

 In Alaska, there is a $405 deductible that applies to all tiers. 

 PREMIUMS: Low monthly premium 

 The premium is lower in 2018 than in 2017 in all states except in Arkansas and Hawaii (but don't worry, the premium in 
Arkansas is still under $17 and in Hawaii it is still under $24). 

 The Choice PDP premium is below the benchmark in 32 out of 34 regions (in other words, it is below the benchmark in 
every state except Alaska and Nevada). 

 NEW PHARMACY NETWORK: The Choice Network includes more than 67,000 pharmacies and the CVS Caremark preferred 
mail service pharmacy. 

 NEW for 2018: The Choice Network includes over 26,000 Preferred retail pharmacies and over 41,000 Standard retail 
pharmacies. 

 Tier 1 - Preferred Generic drugs have a $0 copay through our mail service pharmacy. 

 FORMULARY:  While the formulary still includes over 3,300 drugs, some drugs were replaced with different drugs.  

 Great news: SilverScript has moved dozens of drugs to a lower tier than the tier it was on in 2017. You will be able to find 
a "downtiered" drug list on the SilverScript Agent Portal closer to the start of the AEP.  

 We will be offering some drugs in 2018 where members can receive a 90-day supply for almost the same or lower copay 
than the 2017 30-day supply for a similar medication. Details will be announced around October 1st.  
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2018 SilverScript Choice PDP Designs 

 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 
Premiums and coinsurance vary by region to comply with CMS equivalence rules. 
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"Less Than" Logic 
 Did you know that sometimes a medication may cost less than the drug tier copay? 

 We want to make sure you know that a member will pay whichever is lower: SilverScript's negotiated drug price or the tier 
copay. For example, if the SilverScript negotiated drug price is $1.34 and the tier copay is $3, the member will be automatically 
charged the $1.34 and not the $3 tier copay. 

 Prices changed frequently. 

 We did an analysis of the 2018 SilverScript Choice formulary. On average, the cost for approximately 100 drugs were lower than 
the Tier 1 and Tier 2 copays. Here are the results from a June 2017 analysis: 

 
Note: Actual drug costs change frequently and vary by pharmacy 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of June 19, 2017 
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SilverScript Choice Premiums - By State 
 

 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 
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SilverScript Choice Premiums - By State 

 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 

 
 
  



15 | P a g e  
 

© 2017 CVS Health and/or one of its affiliates. Confidential & Proprietary. FOR AGENT USE ONLY. 

SilverScript Choice Premiums - By State 

 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 
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SilverScript Choice Premiums - By State 

 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 
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2018 SilverScript Plus (PDP) 
 SilverScript Plus – Members get everything the SilverScript Choice plan offers, plus enhanced coverage for Medicare’s “donut 

hole.”  

 DEDUCTIBLE: $0 deductible in all states.  

 EXTRA GAP COVERAGE: Tier 1 and Tier 2 medications have the same low copays in the Coverage Gap as before the Coverage 
Gap. 

 PREMIUMS: Low monthly premium. 

 Eleven states with monthly premiums under $50 (AL, GA, IN, KY, MO, MS, OH, SC, TN, TX, and VA) 

 PHARMACY NETWORK: The Plus Network includes more than 67,000 pharmacies and the CVS Caremark preferred mail 
service pharmacy. 

 The Plus Network includes over 35,000 Preferred retail pharmacies and over 32,000 Standard retail pharmacies. 

 Tier 1 & Tier 2 - Preferred Generic Tier and Generic Tier drugs have a $0 copay through our mail service pharmacy. 

 FORMULARY:  Slightly different formulary than the SilverScript Choice formulary. 
 
NOTE: SilverScript Plus PDP is not available in Alaska 
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2018 SilverScript Plus PDP Design - All States (not available in AK) 

 
 
 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Actuarial Services, as of August 1, 2017 
Premiums and coinsurance vary by region to comply with CMS equivalence rules. 
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SilverScript 2018 Open PDP Formularies 

 
 
All SilverScript formulary tiers include generic and brand drugs 
Source: Formulary Management Department, August 3, 2017 
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Formulary Considerations 
 SilverScript carefully reviews our formularies and makes changes from year to year. 

 Overall drug counts are similar for both the SilverScript Choice formulary and the SilverScript Plus formulary compared to 2017 
but there are changes. 

 SilverScript removed drugs, added drugs, and even moved over 100 drugs to a lower cost tiers.  

 Interesting fact: 8 out of SilverScript's Top 10 drugs utilized in 2017 by Choice members have a cost less than the copay. 
Remember, our members are automatically charged which ever is lower: the drug cost or the copay. 

 
 
Note: Actual drug costs change frequently and vary by pharmacy 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Med D Analytics, as of June 28, 2017 
 
  



21 | P a g e  
 

© 2017 CVS Health and/or one of its affiliates. Confidential & Proprietary. FOR AGENT USE ONLY. 

Formulary Considerations 
 We recommend that agents use a drug pricing/plan comparison tool when reviewing PDP options with clients. 

 The plan comparison tools use the "less than" logic to ensure the plan comparison includes the drug cost when it is lower than 
the tier copay.  

 Even though some PDPs have a higher copay than other PDPs, the "less than" logic is an important reason why agents should run 
a plan comparison analysis for each client. 

 Starting with the 2018 AEP, we will post on the SilverScript Agent Portal Reference Material's page a list of common medications 
with costs significantly less than the 2018 Choice PDP copay. This document will be a helpful resource for agents. Here is a chart 
showing some of those medications: 

 
 
Note: Actual drug costs change frequently and vary by pharmacy 
Source:  SilverScript Insurance Company Med D Analytics, as of June 28, 2017 
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Pharmacy Network for SilverScript Choice 
 SilverScript PDPs will be supported by two plan-specific pharmacy networks in 2018. 

 SilverScript Choice (PDP): SilverScript Choice network now distinguishes between preferred and standard pharmacies. 

 
 
Source: CVS Health Networks Analytics, July 31, 2017 
SilverScript Choice PDP pharmacy network offers limited access to pharmacies with preferred cost sharing in rural areas of AK and OK.  
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